JOHN FLAXMAN
that my mind was filled with the sublime of architecture.
If you have not seen this place the sketch beneath will
convey an idea of the first view I had of it; the wall of
the city is still entire, and over one of the gates is the
figure of a Syren in bas relief ; the age of this place is the
same with the Etruscan vases in the museum, and they
are both the works of Greek colonies, who settled on this
coast of Italy. The museum of Portici has had no great
things added to it since you was in Italy. I will be more
particular in the description of what I saw in this neigh-
bourhood when we meet, when I will also shew you
sketches from some of the principal buildings at Pompeia.
You will naturally suppose how much I was wrapt in fancy
when I saw the Phlegrean plains, where the giants were
said to be overthrown by the thunder of Jupiter ; the
island of the Syrens ; the situations of Herculaneum and
Pompeia, with the Elysian fields at one view ; and walked
on the same ground where Homer, Plato, and Pythagoras
had been ; as well as those venerable professors of the
arts of design, whose steps I humbly endeavour to follow.
But I must now tell you the news of Rome, which is most
interesting. Mr. Hawkins is returned to Rome from his
tour of Greece ; he is an honour to mankind in great
qualities, and the most valuable acquired accomplishments;
he informs me, a French artist whom he was acquainted
with at Athens, has moulded the frieze of the temple of
Minerva in that city, and sent them to Paris, where they
are arrived I believe by this time ; they are to be placed